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Introduction on the
Design Center of the Philippines



The Design Center of the Philippines

is the Philippines® national government agency 

committed to cultivating a culture that thrives 

on creativity, value creation, and innovation.



Please note that this slide contains a video file. To view, please access via https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kq672Kh5Qbw.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kq672Kh5Qbw


Introduction on
World Design Organization®
and Interdesign®



About the World Design Organization®



With the mounting pressures of climate change, 
rapid urbanization, and public health crisis, 
communities around the world are exploring 
new design strategies to best respond to the 
needs of their citizens.
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Interdesign ® 
Interdesign  is WDOƞs two-week residency where designers 
from around the world come together to work collaboratively 
on a design challenge that is locally significant and globally 
relevant.

The host country identifies a particular issue and teams of 
multidisciplinary designers work together with local experts 
and communities toward the goal of providing innovative 
solutions to address the challenge while also being 
applicable in similar, international contexts.
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Interdesign  Siargao Island 
2026

Siargao Island: A Living Laboratory for
Design Innovation and Resiliency for the Tropics

Siargao Island, an island facing the Pacific Ocean located in the southern part of 
the Philippines, is both an ecological treasure and an emerging economic hub Ɯ
driven largely by MSMEs that are increasingly threatened by the intensifying 
impacts of climate change.

The island is renowned for its exceptional and legally protected biodiversity, being 
home to the countryƞs richest mangrove forests and endangered species such as 
sea cows, saltwater crocodiles, and the Philippine tarsier. At the same time, the 
islandƞs location along the typhoon corridor puts it on the frontlines of climate risk. 
Experiencing an average of around 20 typhoons each year, recurrent disasters 
such as Typhoon Rai / Odette in 2021 have disrupted enterprises, damaged 
infrastructure, and strained supply chains across key local economic sectors.
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A dual crisis

Siargao Island faces a dual crisis: climate 
vulnerability, due to its geographical location 
along the Pacific and the challenges of rapid 
growth brought by a surge in tourism.

These dimensions reinforce each other: tourism 
generates waste and strains infrastructure, 
climate disasters threaten local tourism and 
way of life, leaving residents vulnerable to 
external shocks.
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Siargao Island: A living laboratory for design 
innovation and resiliency for the tropics
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For Micro, Small, and Medium 
Enterprise (MSME) Ɯwhich serve as 
the backbone of Siargao's 
economyƜthe islandƞs current 
challenges offer a strategic 
opportunity to build resilient tropical 
communities through design 
innovation. 

By strengthening business continuity 
and diversifying livelihoods, the 
island can pilot context -specific, 
inclusive, and circular models. These 
design -led innovations, ranging from 
nature -based products to climate -
adaptive practices, establish a 
competitive advantage that can be 
scaled to island communities 
worldwide.
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The design challenge

The main design challenge that will be addressed through 
Interdesign Siargao Island 2026 is:

How might we reimagine Siargao Island 
as a resilient, circular, and sustainable 
tropical island ecosystem through 
design innovation?
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